
SPEECH OF Mr. NILES,
OK CONNECTICUT,

On the Proposed Occupation of Yucatan.

I* Simti, M*r 9, 1848.
The Senate resumed, iu in Committee of the Whole, the

bill to enable the President of the United Slates to take tem¬

porary military occupation of Yucatan.
Mr. NILES roeo and said : Mr. President, before entering

upon the consideration of the merits ofthia hill, 1 have to no¬

tice ihe extraordinary urgency wuh which we are jrrnwil Cx
immediate aeUon upon it; and the reluctance which Has
heen msnifesti d to allow time lor a lull and lair discussion of
the subject. No one, I hope, desires any thing more than
this , and certainly I wish as s|»eedy u decision aa is consistent
with that discussion which the great importance of the subject
demands at our hands.

But I tun the more surprised at this nnusual urgency, on

looking at the correspondency between Mr. Sierra and the
Secretary ct State, and learning the length of time which this
subject has been pending before the Executive branch of the
Government. 1 here it haa slept for innnths ; but the moment
it is sent here we are reminded ol the urgency of the ca»e, and
called on to act immediately, without taking time to debate, or

consider a question involving such important principles and
consequences.

Mr. Sierra has been here about six months. His first note
was addressed t> the Secretary of State on the 17th of IV <>-

veml>er. On the 24th he wrote the scrondnote, and received
an Huswer from the Secretary on the 14th of December.
J hese notes related to our occupation of Lagona and the col¬
lection of du'ies. On the 15'h of February he addressed an-
other letter, and another on the 24th. Theae letters did not
solicit a»sistance from the United States, bat they explained
the difficult and critical situation in which Yucatan was placed,
wd claimed certain rights on the ground that Yucatan was

neutial in the war. These letters were followed by others on
the 7th of March, the 3d of April, and ISth of April, with¬
out auy answer having been returned. The last was received
in the absence of the Secretary, and th« Chief Clerk, Mr. Ap-

. pieton, addressed a note to Mi- Swatt, acknowledging the re¬

ceipt of all these letters, and informing him that when the 8e-
vetarv returned he would call hie attention to them. In his
note of the 3d of April Mr. Sierra says that he has made his
note short, hoping " that, front the brevity of it, the honora¬
ble Secretary would find time to read it." A pretty plain hint
certainly, that he considered that his previous letters had not
been read.

The letter of the I8lh of April appears to have covered a

remarkab.e document troo: the Governor of Yucatan, which
.Iter dcpicUng in dark color* the sufferings of the jwople, and
tbe critical condition of Yuc%an, projMsae to surrender up
the dominion and sovereignty "ir^fce country to the nation
which Will save it. «. r have, t»e/ore," he says, «« deter-
* ra,ne*l to appeal to the extreme n\e*ure suggested by our
' great necessity.that of soliciting tiSUirect intervention of
* powerful nations, ofF-ring the doin tiioiVand sovereignty of
* the country to the nation which will a -.sNpje the charge of
* saving u ,

Whether if was the communication of thMdocument which
produced i more favorable consideration o(Me pressing solici¬
tation-oi Mr. Sierra for instance, I not undertake to
say. Bur down to this period, the pree&g and urgent ap¬
peals of Mr. Sierra appear to have --ceive/no attention. The
distressed and suffering condition of Yucatan appears to have
been before the Executive Department of 'be Government for
months, without any actum hauog l>een taken in elation to
it, or so much coisid. rs-ion given to th» subject as to answer
the letters soliciting our a distance.

' But the very dav the
subject is laid before the Senate wc are told that the case is
one ot such extreme urgency that we must not tale time to
consider it, but must act at once. It becomes a case of life
or death, and will net admit of any delay; the p.op!e of
i ucatan may all lie destroyed whilst we aretfebaling the ques¬
tion of our interposing tor their reli-f. Sir, if the' Executive
branch could lake months for consideration, we may, I think
take a jew days to confer . gubject invo|vlflg iuch vital
principles, and whtrb may be attended with such serious con¬
sequences. 1 bis, i l>el.eve, is due to the couatry, and due to
ourselves.

I

Mr. President, to judge of the propriety of passing this bill
and to appreciate the fercc of the objections which stand in the
way ot its passage, we must first consider what the bill is
what It pro,K.ses to do. The first Hectic authoroes a,.d di-
recs l°e 1 re«deQt to t.ke temporary military occupation of

1^2' 'I ! rm'-V *e armv ,Dd of the United
t-,e "f tbe country in the wsr

.ii which tfjey are now engaged with the Indians. This is

certainly a very imfx.rtaut and a very extraord.nary measure. '
I is not exactly s declaration of war. ,e« it involves a war arid (
aU its r,.p.,ns,b,h,^,; . war which may be protracted and
^ouMesome. But it is something more than a declarati.>n of

War 11 l t00 ,U imce Uwks to »c,lu,«'t»u" ""d Coi.«ju«-st.
the Pri!;V'^. ->Ut lbi' Ull« on >U f*ce, direits

.

tj take of a foreign couat/v, and cs-
Ut, ,.h a military government over it. A nnl.Ury *>ccunation
will of course supersede the existing Gorernmcnt, as hi! been
he case in other paru ot Mexico where we have had a milita¬
ry occupation. This, ilierf, is a bill to t.ke po.-ess.on ol Yu
oatau, ai.d es'al list) our authority ever it. I know it is sud
that the occupation is to He tempora«v ; Hut when w:U a tem-
porary occu^auon Cea.e > H<A «-Uinly unul the csum*
which induced the occupation have ceased to exist, snd, as

they w.! not be likely soon to disappear, the occupation will
become permanent.
And on what g-ound-.is it claime ] that so extraordmarr a

measure .» this can be ju«utied ' Two have been ass.gnid
first, on the ground of p .fe-y, ,.d wofHit |h<> ?.ouf)d ^
humanity our iDterferer.ee havmg been solicited by ihe Gov¬
ernment of \ ucatan. The* two grounds do ixl sUixl well
together. If we interfere and tske po«**k. of lbe Coun'rv
from con^leratu,". of pol^. the worl j will g,^ u, rrry ,jttfe
credit for our humanity. They are inconwrneiit with each
other; one looks to our own jnierest. the ouier to the interest
of the people ol \ ucatan. I hat we might interfere and a**i«t
the people of that conn'ry in a wsy to reM on ground, of hu-

ZT ,W T'/T 1 but ** P^v.led in this
bill rvsily eicludes all idea of b^nan.ty, and makes the mea¬
sure strict>y one of ,^icy , ,nd the honorable cbsirman (Mr
tJa'.T'l^ Wb°1r^rtedth' ^ the candor to .dm,,

. ;»...». * H'CT- His remsrks vice
.tenet eotuely .onhned to that view of the question. Toju.-
tily h, mewi-s a,, .ther ground it become, impo,t.., Ve
wbst is the |>->liUcal condition of Vucatan. Like every other

re,,>riUd 10 "" three H'tieal a,

ETthe^Jr: ' P,'lHWn, 8Ute« and exercis-
° as . d.^nd.ncv of Mexico, or ,n

a Mate of revolution, having thrown off the voke of Mexio
y« not having estabh-hed its mdepeude«e so as to be reco*'
nie d as one of the family of nations.

-No one claims that Y ucs an is sr. independent State . .he

d^s not clsimit herself. The mos'. that she r|.lrll4 u lh%l
.he has thrown off the authority of Mexico, and tbat she has
been wulrsl in the wsr between the I nited States and M*xi-
c*. Our fsovernment has in some rrsperts recogn.^j her
neutrah»y but in others have regsrded her as s psrt of Meu-
co. " e h,v- .«>H hold Laguna. one of her p rt-
wbere we have collected duties ss m other ports of Mexico in
our possession. But in what light does Mexico regsrd Yuca
tan ' She certainly regards her as one of the Hutea of that
republic. How, then, can we Uke posseeeiofi of that country
without giving offence to Mexico If we e>Ul>lisb our au¬

thority the,e It Will ,xrUle the authority of Mexico ; we must
hold the^country Mrlico. ,f w. ^ nof ^ in #
war with Mexico, th. l« regsnW by her ss sn irivs-

with'w "'r?' arv' Wou'<' °*rt*4n'y involve us in a war

'"\T° ' our "ecupation wss in porsusnce of s re-

:wr ^n ******* *> Mex^ «s

tis r. UCe,n " ¦ »«t °f h"f I, would

Y.'! '" ' ,:r' 'his important differenoe-th.t

1 "n ";Jin,^ and has not

u,.

^Tnt2,edhm),el,'"*n<TWr',n'r,,: *°d "n has
bee® entered into susper.ling mtltUrv naeraiione. Can w,-
ta*e military occ<ipa'iori of one of the States >f ik i

Without violating the .roust,ee cj
,,f

.ran p^ution. T

.iewed ,o Yucatan, permit me to read aT,*'
the lette rs of Mr. Sierra

' f'°,n 0De of

"Through the s;iecisl favor of Divine Prr>*i,l.. .. j,

oo» spieh of Isetioo, which lor son.e tin.s ,w. . T j
the public mind, has d.ssppeand entity Yn«

' ^
the ekiter . manscred by s common peri!L e V n"^
round their ennslit.itio,,.! govern,o. .t. offeiin. ,hTir !'1
and 1'iysl ration snd aid In sostainiag the on|. J,-
present possible in that eonntrr. Noble awl oI.^.Tk
b >ei^l snd brosd i« the political peiaeiple whieli h*«. %Jr l' "'
domniai t In Tnestan. tjor c<in«tit«tion and o«r la»*

"

eorerl to the mdieenwis rsee the Mme idem lea I r.rl,.,
they give to ill other eitixens. Onr wdi«« hs« slw.t . i

,,T iodi^«^1^^ rsetvll sn.l petigimumtinietion, and Mreadbw anione «Cri. j!
the benefits of civil,t«,ion in' the^
eaten, a. oar means and re^nr.es permiJJ.Tte£ tn M,*7f
of our own race. Many nf them have thus ben «n. t .

oubl" life who have succeeded in throwing * ,<nfU, ^
fidify which has been, and is their eban.eierisi,c An,i
well has the ot.jeet of this policy been stta.nH in one MUt

of the eastern ladiana, who hap declared against us a war £
£termination, ,H.rgfrstirt| Uw, the defcneel. . inhabitant.

.C"*"^7. .."wliarism,
ell kinds nfeaeessM w.m to he described from their horrit.u
n«ure, snd the tVy opon the mors!
* CnrisTtar, people.** *-.

We are here informed that the Indians tpt cilixens; that
they have the same civil ami political right* as the white# ;
that they ^rc eligible to otfice < that it has been tbe policy ol
the Government to clevute them, civilize, and chrututniie
them. Strictly, then, Ibiacan only be regarded a* a civ»l wai;
a-id can we make ouraeWe* a party to it c<>»i>i»t«ntly wiih our

present relation* with Mexico ' Would it not give occasion
to ilioae disaffected toward* the present Mexican Government
and bos ile to the treaty to excite piejudice* against us, to
charge as wiih bad laith, and |ierhup* defeat the negotiation '

Sir, we know the extreme jealousy of that |>eople. VV e

know the wboleeoQie of Hieir conduct, and the lig^t hi which
they have hitherto viewed ihe transitions in 1 exas. We
know tin y ure extremely jealous ol u*, especially when they
ft an apparent disposiiion on the |iart of this c >untry to neiie
upon their territory. And now, when thisquestion «>f a treaty
ol peace is {lending, and in it* present critical condition, would
il Ih1 safe, would it not be u total abandon moat ol .ill idias of
ordinary prudence and caution tor us to adopt a measure like I
the one now b. fore u* for consideration ; a measure authorizing
the taking possession of one oi their State*, and sending troop* jto engage in a war tbere, all at a time when the treaty is puiid-
in^, and an armiatice in existence fuspendiug hoa:ilities be¬
tween tbe two contending parties. We have been told that I
Yucatan is i/iuui independent. I have belore remarked that
Mexico does not so regard her; and though Mexico has made
nn i ffort to exert her authority over thi* State lor some tune I
past, yet when in a situation that will enable her so lo act I
will she not do it > We well know the tenacity of that people,
the Spanish race now in that country; they give up no territory I
uuless driven into the last extremity. (Jan thi* be legarded I
in any other light than as a new ngt-reasion, that would give
abundant reason for a continuance of the war to the disaffected
lo the Mexican Government, who are opp sed to terminating
the difficulties between the two countries'

Mr. Pivsident, in whatever light we regard the people of
Yucatan, whether as an independent people, or as a depen- I
dancy u|K>n Mexico, or aa in a state of revolution, yftu cannot
pa-* this bill consiatently with what I believe we admit to be I
the settled piinciplea of policy which have ever govern«d the
conduct of thi* Government in its intercourse with foreign
Powers. In accordance with" the^e principle*, it makes uo
difference whether Yucatan is regarded in auy one of these I
three lights. We h*v« no more right to interfere in the d<>- I
inestic concerns of a State or province antler the jurisdiction
of some other country.no more right to interfere in domestic I
affairs, local in their character, than we have to inleiteie in
the domestic affairs of agseat independent State. Upon what
principle, sir, can this military occupition of this province be
justified in reference to the established principle* which have
governed the action of the United Slates ? View it in what- I
ever aspect you please, I ask upon what ground can it be jus-tilied ?

Sir, theie are two great principle* which have been held sa- I
cred t>y this country from its earliest history ; and 1 am not
prepared to admit that the declaration of Mr. Monroe, so otten
referred to, if properly understood, gives any sanction, or re-
cognise* any policy of this Government, which involves a dc-
parture Irom these principles. What are these principles*'First, there is the piiuciple of neutrality with regard to belli¬
gerents. This principle our Government has ever maintained,
and a majority of our mo.-t' distinguished statesman have en-
deavortd to impress its importance upon the minds of our

people, and upon every other nation in the world, in every
possible mode an.I form. They have held it aa one of the mutt
sacred of principles in regard to our intercourse with the other
Power* of the world, and tbe surest guaranty of peace. (Jan
we consistently with what is due to thia great principle inter¬
fere in this civil war, whether we regard Yucauti a* an inde¬
pendent State, or a* a dependant province ? She is no partof the United States; she is a country foreign to us Tiiere I
is a war there, sir, and can we torcibly intertere in it, without
invalidating tbe great principle oi neutrality towards belligcr
ents ' I see ni answer lo this query ; and 1 lu-lieve there can I
be no answei.
The second principle we have hitherto held etually sacel,

the priucipte of non-iiitcrvei.tion. It is the principle which
this Government, above all others, ought to hold sacred, be¬
cause it strikes at the very foundations of free government. It I
u> the principle which belongs to a fr<.e people ; which is, that
they ehou!d take care (jt their own affairs. Is it consistent
with this principle to take position ol a foreign Stale, and
take part in a civil war in which it is engaged ' Why, sir, a

proposition oi this kind needs but to be fully Undeistood, in |
order to show its fallacy, h does not admit of argument, be- I
cause stating it carries with it the argument. Are we to un- I
dertake to control by force the destinies of thi* people, anil lie-
cau<e they are in a terrible state of tumult and civ.I anarchy,
are we to settle their difficulties bv taking possesion ot the I
country, putting down one party and setting up another f I
What sort of government will you give them ' Will you at- I
tempt to force yout own principles «.f government upon thorn,
or will you consult their wistus, and attempt lo set up such a
government as they may a k at your hand* } Sir, tbi* matter
is beset with diiticulties at every step.I wish to say something, Mr Prei-ident, in regard to this I
doctrine which has been said to have been held by President I
Monroe, and which is very gravely spoken of a* the settle d and
established policy of this country. We mu»t l<ok to tbe cir- I
cumstances of the nations in this hemisphere and in Eurojie I
at the time tbe declarations of Mr. Moiiroe wert mide, and to I
which they were applied, to form a correct opinion of them. I
These were not sbstract declarations of principles to govern I
the aclioo of this Government, but declarations applied to theJ then existing stats of the countries in Europe and Ameiica.
I have examined tbe two mm.gea of 1843 a-xl 1S24 which I
contain hi* doctrine*. St«ne years previous U> thet the Span¬ish colonies in this hemisphere had asserted and declared their
indepi ndence ; but Spam refused to acknowledge them, and
si ill asserted her dominion over them. Mr. Monroe did not
deny the right of fpain to reestablish her d >mniion over
tbein ; much lee-s did he assert ibe light of the I mted States I
to mterfeis between S|iain and her coionies, or to act itself up
a* the arbitrator and guardian of all tbe nations in this he-
mwphere. What he declared was, that the polncil systemof Europe must not be extend d to America to control the
destinies of these Spaniah American countrtrs. He did not |mean the monarchical system of Europe, as some seem to sup¬
pose, but that coinbitialMftainong the greit Powers, some- I
tim. . called the Holy Alljflfc*, which divided and deposed «f
the small Sutes of Eurtif^ccoiding to their pleasure. Thi*
is the system to which be allude* when he says, " we should I
consider any attempt on their part to extend their system to
any |n>nion of this hcmiepheie as dangerous to our peace and
safety." It was that arbitrary system of tbe balance of power,main'ained by the allied Powers ol Europe, arid which vir- I
tuall* annihilated all tlie small States, which Mr. Monroe de¬
clared cou!d not be exiended to this hemisphere. This was
to prevent ibe allied Powers from a>sisting Spain in tbe re-
su'jugation of her revoled oolonies, which be taul had as-
snrnetl and were capable of maintaining their independence. I
When tbe time had arrived for acknowledging the indepen-1dence of those countries Mr. Monroe sc:ed cautiously and
pruilently. A resolution was introduced in tbe othet tharo-
ber urging and stimulating the Executive on to a~tion. He
acted in a manner which it would be well perhaps to imitate
in this case. He sent not commis«ti»ner* to aaceitain the con-
diti -n of these countriea, and whether they bad effirctually se-
cured and were able to maintain their independence aa Sutes. I
13- trig satisfied of thia fact, he acknowledged their indepen- I
dence. In the mean time a peculiar state of things haJ trans-
piied in Europe. The aevnral Powers on that great continent I
had combined *g linst one great Power, one great man. The 1
result of that combination, called tbe Holy Alliance, waa tbe
over brow ot thia one great Power. Tbi< Hot) Alliance, or I
continuation among the great Power* of Europe, was intended I
to control the power and direct tbe destinies of all tbe Gov- I
em merit* ot Europe. Spain was a member of thia alliance,and at this ti ne was attempting to reclaim her possessions in
this country. Hbe refused lo acknowledge the independenceof tlnse States y. am and vaars after we acknowledge! it. Mr.
Monroe, then looking at the state of atCsirs in this country, andthen at the situation of 'ninga in Europe, consul' red that it I[ belonged to the Knhed sratea, as the great Power on this con¬
tinent, an far to interfere in behalf of the Spanish Ameri-an
States, as to declare to the civiln»d wot Id that we would not I
permit this European alliance to extend its system to any p»r Jlion of the American cxitinenta. It was this combined sys- 1
tcm, thi* assnmjition ot' power on the part of the great Pow¬
ers at Eowp^ to dispose of the nations of the asrth s^onl-
ing to their sovereign will, that Mr. Monroe said i-hooM not
be extended to this hemisphere, taking in the soutbei n as well
as th* northern continent. Gentlemen msy well say withpm- I
ptieiy that this sentiment was heartily responded to by his I
countrymen, though 'here has Ix-en no occasion to put it inlo I
practice. After a while the combination was broken up, and
soon alter Spain acknowlc Iged the independence of these
Stales on Una continent. This is one of the positions <if Mr.
Monroe, snd has no c 'nneijnn whatever wiih the right of in -1
t»rvention, as now «««rr»ed, in the concerns of foreign Pow- I
ers, no connexion with the j lea which seems to I* assnmed
that Mr. M nroe claimed for the United States, aa the prlnci- Jpal and only great nation in this hem-sphere, Ibe right to die- I
tate to or control the de*Mniea 'i| all others, or as-ume»l tbe oWi- I
gallon le |«rotect thern. Hit was not the doctrine of ietcr-

but of rwistai ¦¦ . . ;he interferenie ><( others. He
ws< a an ol " have contended for the I
right in'' be manner wh-ch is aasertcd. He
had no aoch idea. I
What farther dor« ".

e aav ' In connexion with
ihis view, he says, in d 'e t refaiciMe to the condition of the
Spanish American Stat»a in this hemisphere, that.
" The American eotitinemt, by the free sod in«lej»»*ndent eon-

diiinn aasomed snd mamrain'-d, are heneefnrtli not to lie er»n-
.idered a* subjects of tniupe eoloniution for any EuropeanPower."
Whst did be mean by this } I think nothing more thsn

what is contained in his fir»t position, as it has direct refer-
tce to Ihe ability of the countries on these continents to main¬
tain their independence. He nMfttot no more thsn thst those
countries ought not to l»e forcibly reduced to colonies by «nyEuropean Power. Did lie mean that no European Power
could establish coloniea in any unoccupied territory they might
have in this ceuntry ' f'ertainly he could not mean that«
because he adn»its that the existing fights of European Powers
could nit be distarbad. It waa, then, only an elaboration of the

fir it i doctrine, that tip countries here are capable of maintain¬
ing their own independent-*, amlcenld not be disturbed or sub¬
jugated by any European Power. What in there in all this
that support* the idea that it was the purpose of Mr. Monroe
to watch ever all the countries of this hemisphere, and to r»»-

pel interference in any one ofthem without regard to the idea
whether it was an encroachment upon our rights, or each an

invasion of the lights of other independent nations a* might
endanger our own »sfety ; but lyrely a* being the great Power
on this continent, we had the right and were under oblivion
to regulate the utLirs of all other countries, at least si Jar us

regards European interference > Has Mr. Monroe «vyr laid
down any *uch principles of power on our part >

Now, I might contend that, even if Mr. Monroe's ideas
were -o extensive and comprehensive us seems to be claimed,
thi*y were in diroct conflict with the settled policy of national
intervention w ith respect to the rights of all nations which has
ever been recognised by this Government since the days of
Wash'ngton. I might contend that the assumption that this
direction of affairs on our part has been recognised by and be¬
come the established policy of the country, 1ms not the least
supjxirt in the world. Why, if we understand Mr. Monroe
as going that length, ami to say there shall be no further colo¬
nization by any European Power, no enlargement of their pos¬
sessions in this country, I beg to a*.k for the prOof that such
doctiine h is received the sanction of the other d"pirtmeiit* of
the Govteriiiiviit or the people of the country. How can it lie
claimed that this policy has lieen acted upon in any instance '

This doctiine, asserted in 1823-'24, when this message was

put forth, will not harmonize very well with the recent ar¬

rangement made with Great Britain in respect to Oregon. I
know that treaty was very unacceptable to my honorable
friend, the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations.
In this case of dispute concerning Oregon, we claimed the
whole.our title was clear and unquestionable.yet, in the
face of this doctrine that no European power might extend
their possessions on this continent, we not only gave the coun¬

try up, but allowed the principle to be applied to a territory
which we zealously asserted belonged to us.

Mr. HANNEGAN, Will my honorable friend allow tne
to put one question ? I dislike to interrupt, but would ask, if
our title was clear and unquestionable, why did my friend
from Connecticut vote for the treaty which surrendered that
territory to Gieat Britain }

Mr. NILE3. I alluded to the opinions of my honorable
friend from Indiana and others, that our title was clesr and
unquestionable.' I certainly never so considered it; if I had,
I should not'have voted for the treaty.

There was another insance, that of the northeastern boun¬
dary, where there was not only a yielding to an extension of
European dominion here, but in a case where we at l£)*t
claimed, and, in my judgment, possessed a good title. In
the settlement of that important treaty, we gave away, or re¬

linquished, about one-third of the State of Maine, to which I
thin!; our title was clear and unquestionable. I hope, how¬
ever, we cliall 1** able to sustain the principle so fur as res¬

pects our own territory, and in perhaps defending territory
immediately contiguous to us, where it is in imminent danger
of falling into the hands of a foreign Power, and thus hazard¬
ing our own security. That, I believe, is th* length and
breadth this principle ought to be, or can be, carried- There
are some other departures from this principle that I might
enumerate. Our honorable friend will remember that there
was a very fair occasion to bring up this doctrine.this con¬
venient doctrine of Mr. Monroe in regard to what was called
the I'anama mission. My honorable friend from Mississippi
has quoted very liberally :rom the speech of the Senator from
Ma- aciiusetis on that very occasion.

Mr. fOOTE. The hooorable Senator from Connecticut
misunderstood me on this point. I expressly said, as he will
discover from my printed remarks that the extract ref rred to
lrom the speech of the Senator from Massachusetts, was in¬
troduced for the edification of the Whi$ members of this body.

Mr. MILES. Very well; good enough authority any
way. It may be u«ed on either 6ide. But I should have
l«*en pleased had he quoted from anotlyr gentleman more
distinguished in bis position.I refer to tho President of the
I nited States. He did not, I thir.k, sanction this doctrine.
He, with others, adhered to the old doctrine. Tho Demo¬
cracy on that occasion, and but shortly after Mr. Monroe's
time, stood upon the old doctrine of non-intervention. That
wos then, as it ever had been, the democratic doe'rine, yet
the policy of all parties. Th$ proposed convention or Con¬
gress at Panama involved the same principle as the case un¬
der consideration. It was to regulate, by some system, the
conccrna of the different nations in this hemi-phere, and to
secure ail against European aggression and colonization. This
measure, very unwise, as subsequent events p*o»ed, was re¬
commended and sustained by President Adams, with all his
learning ond ability ; but as it involved a dangerous principleof foreign intervention, it was, afler a warm and able delate,
put down by l>oth Houses of Congress, and there the thing
ended.

Let u« look further, and see how the doctrine stands of re¬

siding Unionization in this whole hemisphere. What has this
nation done in opposing British encroachments and aggres¬
sions, perhaps call..! so properly ' Look at her acquisitions
upon this continent, and below us too ! Great Britain, through
si»me treaty in 1783, acquired the right of cutting I >gwooJ at
Belize.the right of establishing a factory there for trade, hut
no right of territorial jurisdiction ; yet, through the^exercUe
of that right, she has extended her potscs>ions until she has
acquired a large province.a province embracing the most
fruitful and valuable pirt of Yucatan : and I will venture to
say that the trade of Belrze is ten to one of the trade of Yu¬
catan, even before th.se disturbances occurred. This is not
all by any qieans. What has she acquired still further south '

Tbey hive possessed themselves of a province called the Mos¬
quito Coast, through the force of a deed or will, fromsoti)'
Indian chiet, and thus extended her dominion there. Thisc
not all. Travel over the earth, and then you may attempt to
describe the aggressive inroads of that Power. I saw thu
very day an account of their aggressions in Venczuelaian
Guyana. I'bey had some possessions in Guyana, which thev
have extended until ihey have absoibtd the whole of what wa-

Spanish Guyana. Tho writer of the s'aleraent I saw, ami
who s.*ms tu be well informed on this subject, says that in
1811 they encrosched upon Spanish Guyana to tbe amount of
twenty thousand square mile*. Since then they have swelled
the amount of their poaaession, until now they occupy a por¬
tion of country one hundred and eighty thouaand square mi lee
in extent. 1 hese things are successfully going on, while we
are engaged in carrying out the great doctrine of Mr. Monroe
by a quiet acquiescence i and I believe the Executive branch
ot this Government has not yet sent the first diplomatic note
to thia Power, saving that theee things would not do. It is
too late in tbe dav, sir, to tske ground quite ao high aa this
put for h by my honorable friend from Indiana. It ie too late
in the day 5 and it is a ground which ought never to have been
taken, because it was one that we never couid hare maintain¬
ed. It would have led to a perpetual war wiih tbe world, or
at least with England, the mightiest Power in it. She is the
"ttlj Power we have any feara of collision with. There ha*
bwn a serious disturbance upon tbe La Plata. England and
Franee have both been acting the part of mediatora or inva¬
ders there. Were their objects and purposes inquired into by
us ' Dtd ws seek to repel their interference } Tbe difficulty
woe carried on in a portion of thia hemisphere. We might
have bad reason to apprehend that the result of their combined
intervention would have been tbe establishment of the powerof one or both of theee notions permanently and extenaively.
At least it might have been supposed that they would gam in
substance the control of that portion of the country. Have
we interfered in this matter ' Not at all.not at all. All
theae things have taken place since tbe dectarotion of Mr.
Monroe in 1H23 24. In a mere sup|* sititious case we are
told that our interest requires, not to interfere diplomatically,
not to protest against a foreign Posser taking po»ses*ion of
\ liratan, but upon tbe mere assumption thst she may be thu*
taken possession of, we are called upon to seize tike countryand occupy it ourselves. Bjr, thst is one part of the doctrine.

Mr. Presi lent, I thought it proper to examine these doc¬
trines to which euch importance is attached of late, ami wtiicli
are a»eurned to be the established policy of the country, al¬
though they never seem to have been-recognised by any action
of the (rovsmmcnt. But if we were to admit this to be a
settled poli-y, it i* sufficient to ssy that there is in this cs«e
no facts to justify our interference. There ie not ihe first fie
tief-ire the Senate. Theee are no farts to prove any design on
the |tsrt of tho British or of Mpain to take forcible poe*e»<Mn
of the Mt*te of Yucatan. Nut one. Now, sir,-as far as mv
right of 11 terference by one independent Power with ano tier
is concerned, oil writers on tbe laws of nations agree in ny.ing that tfes esse mu*t be an extreme one, fhe danger mo.-

imminent, to justify such an act, one which will admit o! no
o'lier rimr-dy. We are called ufion to interfere in the -i*j|
atlairsof Yucatan upon a mere supposition or suspicion that
Enghnd inoy poesibly interfere if we do not. It may bejios-*iblc, of msny other things, fan a mere supp< sitkn or
*°*l '"ton of this nature be any justification for our inlerfer-
cnc- It may be asid further, that England has already e*n
called upon to interfere. True » IKit she baa been trtst'd
precisely ln the *sme way that we hs-e been treated, the
ssrne appeal and offer have been made to both nations. !*op.
|s»-ii ^ Kngland sa* to interfere under this srdicitstion «( the
Government at Yoea'en, have we any right to complain of
such a course on her part' Even if there were any tMer-
feren e on the part of England, it would not be prima f irie
a case of aggressive interference, because her aid ha* Rlreit |ybeen solicited V well as ours. Kpsin has interfered. Mho
hs« sent two snips of war to the coast of Yocst«n. 1 re¬
cently read an account that two ships of war from Cuba had
arrived >>n the onaat of Yucatan, and were doing what theycou'd to «id tbe sufferers, tsking them on board and furnish-
ing provisions, arms, and ammunition. Csn we complain if
any other nation who happens to be European do preciselywhst we propoeeto do, on p»ecesly the same basis.ih»t
the relief of the suffering people of this distracted Stsif >

The Senator from Indiana has the candor to admit that there
might he a stale of thinga, in which, if we take possession,
we shsll be forced to bold on. That would not at all favor
the meaaure, however, in my judgment. There aie difficul¬
ties enough in tbe way before you moot that point. Is this
measure to assume the character of acqeiaition or annexation '

t «o, h becomes infinitely more important.

I I have a few words, Mr. Prrtileut, to submit in regard to
the expediency and advantage of our interfering in (hie mat-
ter, and the probable consequences which may follow to oui-
selves. Aside from ail the difficulties 1 have partially alluded
to, if it should sppmr tbat our inierkrence can be of no
essential service to the people of (hat country j that it will
involve great sacrifice* on our part, sau^jfice* not only of mo¬
ney but ii vfs | thafj^will involve us in a war, which will be,
a* with all Indian wsj j, a very troublesome one.even asule
frunf nil the great prWijJes which inifMede oui way at every
'tap, 1 ask wither it will be wise and prudent to interfere in
the extraordiBfry manner this bill proposisto do ? Now, kit,
what does rnjrhonorable fright) su|<|*o>owe have to^ admit¬
ting that all then; difficulties did not etf?BWhat are weHo
do ' We must, in the first place, take this war upon our
hands j and, in order to do that, we hav£ got to decide a

question to which 1 have not hitherto alluded.that-is, the
merits of this controversy, or the causes of the civil war now

prevailing in that country. We have got to decide whether
¦his is a war precisely of tht) character exhibited to us by Mr.
Sierra.thai is, that it ia not exactly a civil war, but a war of
ravages against a civilized people.a war of extermination,
curried on by a horde of savages sgainst the unoffending while
population ; a war of races. Now, have we sufficient or the
requisite information to decide this question ? We are to look
on both sidea of the question. This is the course justice and
humanity points out. Can we decide this question, with our

prerent meager information, with that degree of confidence
arid justice with which it ought to he decided ? Cau we,
with our present knowledge of tbe matter, take upon us the
high responsibility of calling upon our own citizens to hazard
their own lives, and ass st in shedding the blood of others who
have never injured us ?

This is no trivial concern. This not a question as to the
right of intervention, hut whether we know enough about the
merits of the controversy to justify our adopting and cairying
out tbe extraordinary measures proposed. We are to take
sides on this question. We are to Income a party to this war,
and are to assume that it is on the one hand a war of extermi-
nation cariied on by barbarians, and on the other, a war of
self defence, a resistance to the murderous incursions of sav-

ages. It may be so. But I ask whether there is any thing
before us to justify our assuming such a position, attached to
which are consequences so very solemn, not only to that coun¬
try, hut to our own citizens. Why, I have just re*d from this
re|<ort that these so railed savages are citizens of the State of
Yucatan. They have been admitted as equals into society.
The white citizens of that country, says Mr. Sierra, have
made great efforts to elevate, educate, instruct, and even to
Christianize them. They are, then, according to this autho-
rity, a portion ol the people of that coiftitry. To & ereaf ex¬
tent they are a civilized and a Christian people. They are

Catholics, I believe, and we are to be called upon to aid in
what ? Why, in their utter extermination This is, as is
said, truly a war of extermination. For one, sir, I would
hesitate long before I would give a vote to take the responsi¬
bility of exterminating this race, to say nothing ab.iut ex posing
and hazarding the lives of roy own countrymen. I should
like, for one, to know more upon this suliject. 1 liud that the
correspondence laid before us sheds no light on the question
how this controversy began. The statement, also, of Mr.
t*ierra, affirming that there, were no factions existing in the
State, does not seem to be entirely true. He doubtless sup¬
posed it so at tbe time, and theie msy be a total absence of
the exhibition of factions to-day, and yet to-morrow they ruay
come forth in all their evils We know that during the short
period of our war with Mexico the condition of Yucatan has
assumed three or four different phases. But there are fac¬
tions. There are two parties, and dissension* among the
whites as well as this controversy with the natives. No lon¬
ger than the 5th of last month I find that the then Governor,
believing it might teud to harmonize and unite the peo¬
ple, and thus strengthen their hands in the struggle in which
they were engaged, resigned his office, doubtless in tavor of
the rival leader of the other hostile party. Mendez, the then
Governor, resigned ia favor of Bitrbachina. Tins measure
¦cftniv to have been designed to unite the two parties, and to |
enable them more effectually to defend themselves against the
assaults of their savage foe, and to strengthen the.r hands
against their common enemy, the Indians. Bat t-ucb was the
bitterness of feeling between the two partirs that it had a di¬
rectly contrary effect, for of the eight thousand men who com¬

posed their army at the lime, about one-half, comprising the
partisans of Mendez, immediately returned to their homes,
reducing the army to aoin» f >ur thousand qien. Sir, we know
nothing of the occasion of this difficulty. I believe that the
report received t> day, containing the correspondence with the
Navy Department, thiows some l>ght on the origin and causes
of this war; but I have not had an opportunity to examine it.
The correspondence id the two messages offered very little
light; in fact, Mr. Sierra seems to avoid going into the otiein
of these controversies. Traced to its source, I think it will be j
found that this war at present existing in that country is one
of t'te deplorable evils resulting from their divisions. Sir, is
it not improbable that the degraded native population of that
country, who, for three long centuries, have been in a state of
complete subjugation, and whoee natural characteristic, accord-
ing to Mr. Sierra, is stupidity, should, of their own accord,
after having endured oppression so lomr, from some strange
feeling newly sprung up in their beasts, uuite their stiength
and form an offensive league against their ancient oppressors '

Sir, there are, there must have been, other causes of this diffi¬
culty, of which we at present know nothing.

Mir, when foreign intervention takes place it is supposed to
be for peace. When any intervention with the affairs of other
nation* is undertaken it is assumed to be upon the ground of
humanity, and looks to tbe interests of kith of the conte nding
parties. Intervention looks to the great interests of peace, and
is the enemy of war. It is only on thi-< ground that it can
receive tbe least justification. Can we do that in tbis cas i'
This ia a war of one portion of inhabitants against another
p >rtion, whom tbey regard as their oppressors ; and can we

i>y a display of force induce theae people to yield > Can we
di tate .terms, or a treaty, compromise, or settlement of their
difficulty ? What do they say themselves > I saw an article
in a paper published at Mends, in which the superior class
are speculating upon the probabilities of receiving aid from
this c>untrT. Nothing short, aaya tbe writer, of annexatiiMi
will lie of any uae to thein. He further states that their appli
cation to be annexed to this country would be nuccemfa); that
the abolitionists and the Democratic parly are all in their favor,
and he thinks that the Southern Whigs will be likely to flavor
:he piopoaition too. On tbe whole, he declares tbe prospects
to be very favorable. Tbe principal and most striking festure
of this article, however, is, when the writer states tbat after
annexation is secured they, the Yurataneso, will tie saved
from further trouble with the savsgrs, as they will be imm«di
stely exterminated by u«. That m what they want, sir. This
Matcment I found copied from the Mexican paper, the La Pa-
tria, in tbe Herald of tbia morning. .

A few words in reference to the consequences to ourselves
We know something in regard to Indian warfare. Who and
what are these Indians that are to be exterminated f What
i* their number > What their prowess What their mods
nt wsrfare * What their ability to Mustain a war with tbe
I nited States f Let us see what Mr. Sierra saya upon the
xulmr! t

. "The nnmrroui hordfi of that ri« full with mrpriNif ra¬

pidity upon the MlMtlcM villages leaving tbeni reduced lo
*»hes, anal then withdraw to the Impenetrable forests of the
".'wintry, setting our troops at defiance, wearing them out, dis-
bsrtening them, and driving ihem to despair. The fewness
of the wants of that race, the facility with which they support
»ll kinds of privations, the extraordinary rapidity of tlae-ir
movements, all tlmse circumstances hare given thetn a superi-
f'rity almost irresistible."
Such ate the people we are railed upon to assist in exter¬

minating. They are without artificial want*, subsisting in a

«i«te of nature, living on little or nothing, and sallying fifth
with astonishing rapidity, falling upon hamlets ami village*,
devastating them with fire, and then retreating far fruin pur-
'.lit to their fi»rnta and fastnesses. The (ioveroor exprneeei
Ins opinion of them Mill more strongly. He eavs :
" The white raee.the civilized dais of this Slate.is now

attacked in an atrocious and barbarous manner by the abori-
KiumI caste which, rising simuliane msly in insurrection, by an
inttinet offerocitv is making a savage and exterminating war
on us. K»ery thing is ravsged ami destroyed, the towns are
delivered tod tines, and all, without consideration of sex or

»ge, who fall into tint bloody liainls of these Imrhai ians, are
murdered without pity, and with the most cruel tortures.
Their forests, their fastnesses, their customs, ami other par¬
ticular circuinstances, render the Indians terrible enemies t
and when to this Is added their numbers, excessively superior
to those of the other eaates, it will l>e at once seen how diffi-
cult it is to restrain them, ami how easily they may elude the
means employed to attack and pursue th*-in < and the difficulty
beeomes the greater in consequence of the want of funds to
support the expenses, ami to obtain the necessaries lor carry-
inf on the war. "

Here the fitovwrnor aavs that theae Indiana have become ter¬
rible enemies. Mr. Hierra stales that they are vastly superior
to his own people. In all the accounts which we have had ol
this cruel war, with all it« terrible devastates, I have r.ever
wen any account of the Jirst battle that haa been fought or
the first stand that has been made hf the white population of
that distracted country. It appears that they have a small
force in the field, but whether h is that they ate afraid to fight
1 know not, I cannot say ; as yet they sppear to have had no

skirmish, nor made any resisisnce, however slight, to the de¬
solating progress this formidable p-ople are continuing Now,
sit, if we engage in this war we as*ume upon our hands no
small undertaking. I know our sokliers are brave, and proba¬
bly one ihoussnd of our troops would oppose a more formi¬
dable resistance to the incutsiuns of thess Indians tlian the
wh'-le mili'a'y force of Yucatan; but, air, from the extracts
which I have jurt read, it will lie readily perceived tha,t these
p viple will he the most difficult enemy lo exterminate that
could he encocnfereJ in any v»«r. They are nut to l»e found.
They are not to b» met on the field of b*tt>. They retire
when pursued to their almost inarreaeihle retreats and fast¬
nesses. What ran he accomj lished even If we pass the bill
and send an armed force into that country > Why, suppose
we drive back this people, for it will not be eo easy to exter¬
minate ihem, and the terrified inhabitants return to their
homes, thoee whose homes have been suffered to remain, can

we, after thua driving back the Indians, leave the whites to

their own defence ' Can we withdraw our furcM and leave
the |ieople in security ' Will they not l>e exposed to the same
inroad* the moment our troop* are withdrawn ' Why, mi,
our possession of that countiy must be a perpetual one. Will
not the bunie necessity remain for continued relief ' We can
afl'oul them, after ail, »ir, no subatantial aid, unless it it given
through a permanent occupation of that country, and, as I'have
already staled, that is the aid to which they look forward, and
the precise kind of relief which they desire. '1'hey are ex¬

pecting and hoping that the strong arm of thin (Jovernineut
will thus be extended to their relief. And that it the question,
whether we are prepared to do it ? Nothing bhort of perma¬
nent pcssetsion or the total extirpation of that race will do
any good ; out sacrifices will otherwise be made in vain. The
question', as I have aaid, simply comes to thin, whether wo
are prepared to take the people of thut country under our care
and protection, through the medium of annexation, or what-
evei we may call it, arid to afford to them the security which
they seem unable to Acure to themselves '

Mr. 1'reaident, I think if we were to pass this bill upon any
ground, either of humanity or potycy, we would be subject to
the charge of inconsistency by our constituents at home. The
position of this country is almost identical with that of Texas
before annexation. It is true Yucatan has not been recog¬
nised as an independent Power, but she has thrown off* the
yoke of Mexico. Texas apj>ealed to us for relief in the same

way. Put we could not interfere or give her aid, and was
there not a desolating war raging within her borders ? It is
not necessary to remind Senators of the scenes of the Alamo,
where the laws of war were utterly disregarded, and a war of
extermination, similar in kind though not in degree to the
present cuee, was carried on by the Mexican*. Well, sir,
we refused Texas aid, and yet her inhabitants were bone of
our bone and flesh of our flesh. I might refer, sir, to other
caser, more remote, to be sure, but |«rhaps more similar in
their nature to the one at present under consideration. I
would not be understood ai saying that it is not proper lo ex¬
tend any assistance to this people in their extremity, and per¬
haps we ought to go so far as to supply tliern with arms and
munitions of war. But I speak of our making ourselves a

party to this war. During the glorious administration of Mr.
Jefferson, distinguished for a liberal ami humane spirit, there
were similar scenes which occurred on our borders. Who
has forgotten the fate of Ban Domingo ' We did not inter¬
fere then, sir.. Was not that a case that appealed to our sym¬
pathy and humanity } Was it not a case within our borders
as much so as in the ( resent one of Yucatan ? The' result,
as wo well know, was the extermination of the while race.

Sir, let us for a moment contract this bill with a resolution
recently passed by this body, and see if there be not some
little doubt existing as to the purity and consistency of our

present design. I nceJ not remind the Senate of the very in¬
teresting suhji ct lately before us, growing out of the great
movement in the Old World, considered in this body, not in
the form of legislation, to lie sure, alill certainly in a form as¬
suming to express the sentiments of this great people, thus
giving it a higher cha-acter than its ordinary expression might
be entitled to. We have, after much deliberation and con¬
templation upon the matter, adopted a resolution expressing
our concurrence with, and congratulations at, the rising of the
lower classes of people in one of the great nations of Europe,
and upon the success of their efforts in overthrowing the high¬
er aud aristocratic classes of their society. That I take to lie
the character of the revolution in a great degree. And it has
been called the revolution of the blouses. The men in frock#,
the sons of toil with their hrenzed faces and hard hands ac¬

complished the revolution, and we have etcpiessed our appro¬
bation at the result of their eiforts. And now, sir, we are
about to express our opinion of a revolutionary movement, of
a civil war in anotber part of the world. Having congratu¬
lated the blouses in one country upon overthrowing the power
and ascendency with ail their privileges and influences enjoy¬ed by the higher classes, we aie now about to pass a law
making ourselves a party with the higher clashes in another
country to overthrow and even exterminate the lower classes
or more degraded portion of the population. These )>eoplehave been vas'ly more open t-sod and degiaded than the lowest
ranks of the French inhabitants. All will admit, I think,
that these two acts would nut staud very well together.
We were told, Mr. President, by the honorable chairman

who has brought forward this bill, tint if we do not assume
tho occupation and protection of this country, England will
take possession of it, and then we -hall be called up m, in
accordance with the great doctrine of Mr. Monroe, as that
Senator undeMands it, to displace or expel her, and thus be¬
come involved in a war with that might$ Power, if the Sen¬
ator's idea is right upon Uii: subject, it is giving to this bill a

higher character than it has been supposed to possess. If this
is a.<, we uro not ouly to assume the res|>onsibility of conse¬
quences, already referred to, reselling from becoming a party
to this war, but we also hazard a war with the only nation
capable of dotng us any essential or permanent injury. But
may there not be equal dai g.jr of a war with England if we
interfere with Yucatan in the lirat instance ? But, »ir, if we
place the offer,of our aid merely on the ground of humanity
for a suffering peopl/, and if this is to be regarded only as a
work of charity on tha |«rt of any nation that performs it,
surely if we step iu and take the work into our own hauds,
England cannot but thank us for to doing ! If England in¬
terfere} with a design to extend her dominion over that coun-
try, it will be immaterial to her, whether she be there tirst or

not; she will not relinquish her object, because we get the
a!urt of h«r.

Mr. HANNEGAN. I remarked that we could not fore¬
tell the conaequence* if we encountered English tr.wpe there.

Mr. NILE4. I believe I understand the Senator'* povi-
tion clearly.

Mr. HA.NNEGAX. I Mid, for my own part, I would be
in favor of expelling per.

Mr. NII/ES. The Senator assumes that that is the course
which we ahould be bound to pursue. But 1 will not dwell
upon that point, a« I have do apprehenaions cither one way
or the other. 1 know her policy ban been an aggressive and
grasping one ; but I believe that the limn hia arrived when
that policy ha* reached ita culminating point. I believe that
the general s-nse of the British nation has been brought to bear
upon the subject, and that there I* at thia time serious doubt*
in the public mind in England whether the whole colonial *ya-
tem ia not a burden upon their hands. In a statement con-
taim-d in the leading journal of London, the Timea, speaking
of the Government's sending three amall ships of w*r to the
Mosquito country, where they have aome difficulty, it condemn¬
ed the measure in the sironge«t term*, allirming that "it *w
nut a time for amall wars." The Timea waa a*toni>>lied at the
action ot the ministry at . time like tbia in relation to a conn-

try bo remote and worth to little. Hir, what ia the prevailing
apirit of the day in England aa well aa elaewhere ' la it not
in favor of free trade and the overthrow of the colonial sys¬
tem ' W hi ther Ibeer measures will be carried to the extreme
ao aa to occaaion the total abandonment of the present system
ia aomewhat doubtful. If it goes that length, there will be
nothing more alwurd than that England should wish to have
a Mingle colony on the face of the earth, ('olorneado not add
to the power or strength of a nation ; on the contrary, they
.re a tourer ot weeknaaa. They are pointa to be defended,
thus acattering the feme and power nf every nation holding
them. It ia only the advantages of poatUori that colonies atf >rd,
and thia ia more than counterbalance)I by the difficulty of de¬
fending them. It ia the monopoly of their trade, found in the
colonial system, that render* colonies of any value or import
ance, and, if thia relation ia destroyed, the*e dependence* will
becomc extremely feeble. Sir, if Due system ia abandoned,
the British colonies will ba our colonies; we will have their
trade and commerce. I apeak now of her c -looiea upon tbia
continent on our Under a. The idea that England ia about to
interfere with Yucatan for her own eggmn luemut ia aa im¬
probable and aa unfounded aa any thing tliat can ba wall con¬
ceived of. The power and ambitious schemes of England are
c instantly brought in view.

It aeeuie to lie with aome gentlemen here, air, a vary fruit¬
ful topic, and brought to boar upon var.naa oocaeiaw, aa to
what ought to be oar policy in extend ng our dominion or

territory ; alao aa a subject of aeriou* < moderation, the en¬
croaching ^wmer of Great Britaui, and the Hanger of feat
power. We are conatantiy told of her hemming ua round by
(tie extent of her possessions i of her anpenor commercial ad-
vantage* on the lake*, the gulf, every where : and it is aa
sumed that there ia something very tlarmirig and hazardous to
our |>aace or trade in all thia. VVhy, air, I view the matter
in a very different light. I would aa*ert our right* in every
respect against Great Britain in all rases j but, independent of
exiating right*, viewed merely wi'h reference t<» any dnmrer,
preaent or remote, fiom the incre»«s or extent of the posses
aiona of (lieat Britain on this continent, I regard all each ap¬
prehenaiona aa utterly vain and futile, and unworthy of a great
people who ought to have confidence in their own position
an<l atrenglh. Who know* but tha* the settlements and pro-
grevs of Great Britain upon tliip hemisphere are, in the
course of events and the dispensation* of Providence, to prove
element* of strength and prosperity to this country ' Who
knowa but that her aggressive policy, her a renumi* exertions
to build up her power here, are «|| tw enure to our benefit
commercially, anil perhaps territorially > Do gentlemen aup-
fxtm that the possessions of the British empire can remain aftd
be held together and controlled by her with her preaet t politi¬
cal system ' Such calculations may and prohaMy will prove
aa fallacious as those made by the Utc King of France. He
was strengthening and building oyi power which he thonghtwould be available against nny dangrra that might aaaail him
from within or without. He h id mntrtsl over mihta-y estab¬
lishments, fortifications, and aH the elements of p >wer, greatlyexceeding that of any other nation on the glolu. But, when
tlieday of trial cain", what became of all this ap|Mrent s'length'It fell like the rotten reed. Thn* may it be with the powerof Great Britain. Arbitrary and untintur.il systems held toge¬ther by force have lost their terror* Who can lell what evenli
a few years will produce ' Changes sreeven now going for¬
ward in the British empire, at home and in heT colonies, and
tha conditio of that country may, in a very short period, be
entiiely different from what it ia at this time. Her American
colonies may become independent, or they may become an¬
nexed lo our confederacy.

Sir, these Britiah possessim* are vaatly more valuable to
ua, to our trade, than the portion* of Ihia continent ao much
talked about. All these Spanish countries put together, in

comparison with the British possessions, are but a mere baga¬telle. Why, air, the trade of the Bntiah colonies in our owaproduct* aiuuunts to kidu nine or tea millions of dollars an¬nually, whilst that of all the Spanish American colonies, ex¬cepting Cubs, do not equal halt' that sum. Aud what have
we to fear froin liritish power here ' Are gentlemen afraidthat we shall bo attacked in our own territory, or that our com¬
merce may be out up > Sir, we have nothing to fear at homefrom auy Power or all the Powers of the earth. This is thestrongest country in the world, both in respect to internal dis¬order or external violence; all Europe combined ought not togive us the least uneasiness except in regard to the sacrifice*which might follow. We know our strength. We see thatthe whole people here are, or may be, in the shortest period,organized into a military force equal to any in the world. We
see thut the people of Europe are of two different elements,and cannot ba relied upon to act together. Sir, to trouble '

ourselves about the growth of British power is one of the idlestthings in the world. I do not suy that there might not be
cases of Great Britain's attempting to possess herself of coun¬tries which might endanger our commerce. Cuba, perhaps,would be one which would demand our resistance. But [speak of the general ideu of the growth of British power onthis continent. We have no more reason to fear from it than
we have from Mexico.

Mr. President, the policy ou which this bill rests, fear of &
supposed extension of.the d tminion ol a foreign Power on the
one hand, and a design ofextending our own dominion on the
other, if such an idea can be allowed, I regard as unsound
and dangerous. This spirit of jealousy in regard to the
strength of any Power on this continent is, in my judgment,
not only a very unwise, but a very dangerous policy. Whut
is to be the result if we resist every attempt.which seems to
be the idea of the honorable chairman and others.on the partof any foreign Government to establish or extend their domi¬
nion here > Will we not be kept in a constant state of war or
preparation for war 1 Will not the adoption of such a policychange our character, perhaps imperceptibly, to that of a

military people, and lead,to a steady enlargement of our mili-
taiy and naval establishments ? Will it not entail upon us a
national debt, and change in some degree the spiiit of the
people, and in piocess of time, the spirit if not the form of our
institutions ? Whilst seeking to avoid imaginary evils we maytall upon real evils. Thrse evils we may run into under a
republican form of government as well as under a monarchical.
The evils resulting from overgrown military establishments,
are a public debt, aad the withdrawal of so large a portion of
the industrial power of the#country, to be maintained
at the expense of the remaining portion. Look at
France, with a military establishment of five hundred thou¬
sand men. If she expects to get relief from the burdens
arising from this military establishment and a national debt,its legitimate offspring, by a mere change in the form of gov¬
ernment, she will find herself entirely mistaken. My honor¬
able friend, the chairman oftheCommit tee on Foreign Relations,in alluding to the remarks of the gentleman from South Caro¬
lina, who adverted to the impolicy of hazarding an additional
war at the time when we were involved in a heavy publicdebt, said that when any great measure for extending our do¬
minion.1 suppose he meant our resisting foreign colonization
in this rountry, or the carrying out the gre;at principle of lust
of dominion.whenever there was any occasion for adopting
any such great measure, the Senator from South Carolina was
constantly bringing forward the "phantom of a national debt."
Sir, the people of England and France, and all the States of
Europe, seem at lust to have found that a national debt was
no phamtom, but rather a sad reality. And shall we enter
upon a policy which has brought such calamities upon Eu¬
rope' And I hope the Senator will pardon me for any fig that
I think we are progressing in this matter very respectatily ; and
that a national debt of one hundred millions is not to be called
a phantom. I think if not sensible now of the reality of a na¬
tional debt, with this convenient mode of getting along by
making loans, that when we get peace, and shall find it hard¬
ly admissible to go oft by a system of bans, and we come to lie
thrown back upon our own real resources, the actual
revenues, that then the honorable gentleman will be
convinced that a national debt is something more than a

phantom. Ai:d with my \jew» of our present revenue, and
looking to the present disturbed condition of Europe, and the
effect it must have aprtn our trade, 1 am inclined to fear that
the Senator may tind.that the public debt is a reality, ar.d our
revenue a phantom. 1 hope it may not lie so, Mr President.

I have got through what I have to say in opposition to this
bill. In regard to the icquest contained in the message, and
the appeal made to us, I would go for agisting this suffering
people ae far as may be consistent with the established prin¬
ciples of thi« Government.with maintaining our neutrality in
this war as in all other wars, and of abstaining from improperintei ferenee with the domestic concerns of this, as of all other
nations. I arn of the opinion that something might be done
without violating these principles. Whatever measure may
be proposed in accordance with those principles for their relief,
I assure the honorable chairman I will go as far if not farther
than himself in carrying it out. Possibly we might go so far
as to supply that people with anus and ammunition ; I am
not prepared to say but that I would go to that length, but that
wolild be the extent to which 1 would go. We have hitherto
maintained a prudent, ju»t, and safe course of policy upon
this subject, and I earnestly hope that no untoward circum¬
stances, no emergency in neighlioring States, no affecting
appeal to our feelings, will induce us to depart from it. Any
departure might be fatal to our best interests, and we might
find it difficult to get back into the path in which we have so
far walked with satety, and which has given to thia country
a degree of prosperity, an exemption from the evils of war,
and a freedom from disturbances and entanglements which
has fallen to the lot of no other nation, ll then we have thuu
tar steadily pursued this policy with a success and prosperiiy
almost unequalled, I hope arid trust the Senate will consider
long and seriously upon the subject l>efore tbey pass a bill
which, in my judgment, involves a departure from established
principles, and which will expose ua to new sources of diffi¬
culty, and become an example for the future fraught with
danger and evils which no one can foresee, aud no human
sagacity control.

INTERESTING TO WOOL GROWERS.

riox THK VMMOirr FATRIOT#

Ltwku, (Mam ) Fti. 10, 1848.
Mi Dkar Sir : Your very kind and interesting favor of

the 27th ult. duly came to hand, and should, if practicable,
have received an earlier reply. The business of wool grow¬
ing in this country i» destined to be of immense importance;
and I am firm in the belief that within twenty-five year*
we nhall produce a greater quantity of wool than any other
nation.

Youaak, " I* the present home demand supplied >M There
ia not enough annually raiaed in the country by 10,000,000
pound* to meet the demand of the manufactoriea.
You ask, " What eountriea can wa export wool to <fcc.

Thia country will not aiport wool regularly for fifteen yeara,
for the rpaeon that the consumption will increase u> rapidly aa

the production. I can point oat article* made of wool now

imported, which will require thirty million* of pound* of a
medium and fine quality to aupply the consumption.
The buaineaa of manufacturing wool in thi* country in on a

better basis than ever before, inasmuch an the character, skill,
and capital engaged in it are such that foreign compaction ia
defied. A vary few yeara, and all articloa of wool uaad here
will be of home manufacture.

v Now I bag of yo* to keep the wool-growers (toady to the
mark. l<«t them aim lo axoal in the bleod and condition of
their H K-ka, and the day ia not Car distant when they will be
amply remunerated. I shall always have great pieaaute in

heartof fruaa you* and remain yours, moat truly.
MAM. LAWRENCE.

Haaar 8. Rinnan, Esq., Cortland, New York.

Uaaa aw the Svrfi <>w r.a..Thia snhjert being presented'
at a late meeting of tbe Farmers' Club, of New York, elicited
statements of which the following ia the suheteoce :
The oil of the plant, if properly cultivated and prepared,

will answer for, if it do not take the place of, all others put to¬
gether. A great desideratum ia it* use for lampe ; it burns aa

long, gives as clear or even a more brilliant light than any
other, exhales no disagreeable or unhealthy odor, no apparent
smoke evaporating fmm the wirks, aad consequently it leave*
none of those dark and unsightly sooty features attendant upon
even odr finest oil* now in use.
The yield of the oil ia large. In 1810 Mr. Wm. Wood ob¬

tained twenty-aeven gallons of good oil from nineteen bushels
of sunflower, used without hylling, with an hydraulic preaa.
He also made two and a half gallons of oil from two and a half
bushels of common pumpkin seeds All Uti* was manufactur¬
ed in the usual way of rraiiaging flaxseed, except that the-
cruahed d was not subjected to ae much heat in the reviv¬
ing cylinder before it was pleased, it i* aaid that from thirt
to forty pounds of oil can be extrActed from one hundred pound*
of seed.
As food for catllc the sunflower is excellent, more especial¬

ly when ground with a mixture of grain. Fowls are extrava¬
gantly fund of the seed, and the oil has been need with much
success for foundered horses, applied both externally snd in¬
ternally.
The trial at Rochester of Dr. John A. S*fi*furry frr coun¬

terfeiting ha* resulted in a verdict of guilty sgainsl him Pre¬
vious to being charged with the crime he lwe* an imMemisbed
character, and wai much respected by the cineans among
whom he lived.

_

In the United States District Court on Satnrdy, John
Wyle, master of tha ship Wenham, awl Edarard Bill, master

of the ahip Eliza Caroline, were arrasted on a chaijra of vio¬
lating the law of TJoagraaa regulating the number of passen
gera, by bringing mors than the number allowed by the law.
They were held to bail Id the earn of #*,000 each.


